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REPORT FROM SCHOOL STAFF
“This program has been such a community-
builder for our school,” shared Boyd Marley, 
the Assistant Principal at East End Community 
School in Portland. Marley worked hand in hand 
with the Walking School Bus Program all year to 
troubleshoot occasional behavioral and logistical 
concerns. “It has brought in neighborhood 
volunteers with no previous connection to us 
- and kids have gotten to know the volunteers 
and one another across diverse ages and 
backgrounds. It’s also been great to offer the 
Walking School Bus as a resource for new 
families coming into the school.” 

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
Portland Walking School Bus Program staff - Sarah Cushman, Betsy 
Critchfield, and Bridgette Kelly – took turns working with two early morning 
student enrichment groups at the East End Community School this spring, 
called You Decide: East End Walk & Bike Challenge. The students (many 
of whom walk on the Walking School Bus), discussed the transportation 
modes they use to get around and then decided on something they wanted 
to do to challenge their school to Walk & Bike more - from a wide variety of 
possible walk and bike activities. 

The first group applied to the MaineDOT/Coalition Bicycle Helmet Program 
and brought safety education presentations to their individual classrooms - 
and did early morning bike riding practice. The second group held a Walk & 
Bike to School Day on May 7th and were great in action - negotiating with 
the school to host the event, making posters, doing announcements and 
celebrating the participation of their fellow students the day-of with loud 
tambourines and running up to them with walk and bike stickers. Their final 
project was organizing a fun and successful Bike Train to school. 

At Lyseth Elementary School, after months of working with the 
administration and grappling with the challenge of a persistent car drop-off 
culture, the Walking School Bus (WSB) Program had a major breakthrough 
when they met with the 4th & 5th grade Student Council. Council members 
had great ideas about how to promote walking and biking throughout the 
general school population, and the students were looking for something 
high profile to help get the Council’s name out. Footloose Fridays at Lyseth 
was born and the students decided to promote “Footloose Fridays” as part 
of the two Friday Walking School Bus routes to school. 

The Student Council conducted weekly walk and bike counts through 
the spring and gave out a Golden Sneaker award each Friday for the 
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highest participating classroom. At the end of the school year the WSB Program awarded the highest overall participating 
classroom with a certificate and each student received reflective wear that could be used both walking and biking. Asked 
why the students wanted to encourage their peers to walk and bike, member Cameron Derrig shared, “When I ride my bike, 
it’s quicker than walking.”  Another member, Hallie Chase, pointed out that “It gets you active” and Emily Pozzy said, “You 
don’t have to worry about missing the bus!”  Another great reason?  “I like walking because I’m not sitting in the car being 
backed up at drop off,” reported Liam Winship.

 
HELP ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL
We all know that our road system was designed for motor vehicles. While it works for those in cars and trucks, and 
motorized fatalities have decreased, bicycle and pedestrian fatalities have not decreased proportionally. It is clear that a 
redesign is needed, especially for the benefit of those who don’t have or can’t afford a car. These potential users include 
children, young professionals, low income families, the elderly, and those who need a bit of assistance getting around. 
When you add up those demographics, that’s quite a few people! The Safe Streets Act, which currently under consideration 
by Congress, acknowledges the need for Complete Streets and addresses this very large group of users. 

BREAKING NEWS!
For those living across the state, the great news is that the Bicycle Coalition of 
Maine recently contracted with the Maine Center for Disease Control to begin 
a statewide program to fund and technically-support Walking School Bus 
Programs for engaged schools that meet certain walkability qualifications. 

More details will be coming in the fall – in the meantime please 
e-mail program staff at saferoutes@bikemaine.org if you’re 
interested in this program for your community school! 




